WILLIAM L. JOSSLIN

ATTORNEY AT LAW

602 PACIFIc BuiLDING

PORTLAND, OREGON
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Hon. Stephen Early )
Secretary to the President ¢
The White House :
Washington, D. C.
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Dear Mr., Early:

I do not expect that the en'close!'d copy of my

letter to Edward J. Flynn, Chairmen of the Democratic
National Committee, with reference to the causes of

the Democratic defeat, will ever be seen by the Presi-
dent, but it occurs to me that the letter contains
material which and other persons close to the
%-» e ‘ > Imow. : :




Deocember 9, 1942

Hon, Bdward J. Flymn, Chairmen
Democratic Nationel Committee
Mayflower Hotel

Washington, D. C.

Dear lir. ".ml

On September 19, 1942, I wrote you fully with reference

. the status
ummtb-q-.:rudnmamfam. No doubt you have learned
the disastrous results the November 3 slection in this state. I encl
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@ statement of the official returns as to the major offices. Only one Demo-

crat was elected, Rex Putnam, incumbent state superintendent of public imstruc-
tion, whe was rumning unopposed on & non-partisen ticket. Pluralities against
the Demooratic nominees in the state-wide contests ranged from 20,323 for
labor commissioner, to 157,627 for governor. With & Republiosn mergin in
registrations of only 16,889, the Republicsn candidates were entitled, om the
basis of a 54% vote, to & margin of not more than 8,500, I enclose & list of
registrations by counties for your information. 3 3
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indicates that, except as to a few offices, unien lgbor failed to support the
Democretic ticket. The same is true of th; old~age pension groups .

(2) Opinions given very generally indicated dissatisfection with the
conduect of the war, m-mmammtmmmm
campaign opened cne week earlier, stnmmuusnmmim-
in the election, Cbservers, My.mmtmmputmx-m
developments have nmmmmﬂMﬁG confidence
in the Netiomal Administration. Investigations made here tend to show that
persons wmmm:tﬁvmmt:ﬁw:m&ghtmnm
ticket. There Buhﬁttﬂuﬁmmﬁhﬁﬂmm.

(s) xmtmumammuﬁmmg,m
other wartime regulations was noted. One writer stated: "The main dissatis-
rm.mxmmm.uumma-mmmhumf
ing in 'a land of plenty', snd the sbsolute absurdity of the rubber situation."
mmmx&mumm&nmpm‘m,w»mw _
mmemmmuummm,mmmvxmm.
r«m.uﬁ-m,ﬂynmammuzumm.u
maintained es “window dressing.” The federal organisation for the sale of war
bonds was used o effect the election of the Republicen nomines, Robert S.
Farrell, as secretary of state. Mummwm.mumm i
mmmmhmhmmm. These Republi- e &
cans have no motive to presemt the National Administretion in e favorsble light.
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2. Bdward J. Flymn - 3

December 9, 1942

Senator McNary carries greater weight in meany quarters in the national capi-
tal then that of Oregon party leaders. '
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(8) There was a very general feeling that the Democratic ticket was
weak, and thet the Republican nominees for

senator and governor, Charles L.
Mcliary and Barl Snell, were unusually strong. Several correspondents pointed
out the repeated efforts of the National Administration to build up Senator
Mollary, smounting elmost to an endorsement. By e strange irony, Senator
Mollary and Congressmen Angell and Mott have been able to take oredit for years
for obtaining for the state from the Democratic National Administration, things
that they could never have obtained from a Republican National Administration --
things, in fact, secured independently of their efforts. With the Republicans
in control of federal patreomage in Oregon, they have been able to use this oom-
tmtommwmtwmmant"nhhmM_
offices,-- the classic example being Robert §. Farrell for secretary of state.
It is a very gemeral belief that every federal job filled by e Republican
could have been filled by one or more Democrats possessing superior qualifica-
tions., It is tmmtmmu«maaumanmmlm

to prove their capacities, uthummymmmummmm
are unknown to the veters.
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Comparatively little interest was taken in the "Democratic Charter
rumﬁﬁmmmmwﬂamm. al of the plat-
form emong Democrats was general, but it was felt that our : m |
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F 300 Oregon 1939=245—
Democratic National Committee

Lgn and shert of s
ﬁt"mm"lﬂbﬂrﬁ.
he question of
gon. It was »
after the end of the
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